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From Dawn’s Desk 

Summer brought many people coming to Brookside for financial help: utility bills 

to be paid, rent, food, storage units, and gas, to name a few needs. It didn’t take long to 

exhaust the pastor’s discretionary fund. Many individuals were turned away, but for 

families with children, if I could, I would find a way to help because that is why many 

of you have contributed to the pastor’s discretionary fund. 

It takes a lot of time to verify need because, unfortunately, some will be scam art-

ists. I would say the majority that come to the church for help, really do need help. One mother works, 

but in the summer, if the business slows down, the hours she works are cut even though home expenses 

for four children remain the same. Another mother was sleeping in the car with her family because the 

father had a severe heart attack which put him out of work and waiting for disability. The more stories I 

heard, the more I learned that many people are just a few paychecks from being homeless, and they turn 

to churches for help in the crises because they do not know where else to go or have exhausted their re-

sources and it is now Sunday morning and agencies are closed. 

It was rewarding to partner with Families in Transition to help one family. I wonder how best to 

partner with City Welfare. Through a meeting with the Welfare Commissioner hosted by the Greater 

Manchester Clergy Association, I learned to ask for the yellow sheet that gives the reasons why a family 

may be denied help. Many show me that sheet, and others who asked for help in the past were too dis-

couraged to try again. Churches do have a responsibility to help the poor, and Brookside responds well 

to the needs of the community, but I am not sure our mission is to take the place of City Welfare. 

In conversation with the Mission Ministry and Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP), Brookside 

will be co-sponsoring a candidates’ night on Monday, October 21 from 7 to 8:30 PM for those running 

for the position of City Welfare Commissioner. It is an opportunity for you to learn more about the phi-

losophy of the candidates running and how they would manage the department. It is also a chance to ask 

questions as we explore more fully our church’s outreach to the poor in our city and how we can partner 

with different agencies to provide for needs. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Dawn 

 

 

Monday Matters: Challenge Yourself 

Monday Matters is a weekly opportunity, from 7-8:30 pm, in the Manning House parlor for study 

and discussion on a variety of topics of faith and ethics. You can come as your schedule allows. Some 

topics will be a book study, others will focus on an article of interest, some will be on Scripture (al-

though Scripture will be brought into all discussions), and many will be of your choosing. Here’s what 

to look for in the coming weeks: 

 Sept. 30 – Confused about Affordable Health Care and Your Choices?  

                          Join NH Ins. Commissioner Roger Sevigny and learn about the resources available. 

 Oct. 7  – A Place at the Table, movie on hunger in the United States; begin at 6:30 pm this night 

 Oct. 14 – Community Day with our Zimbabwe visitor Pamela Mhlanga; no evening group 

 Oct. 21 – Forum: Candidates for City Welfare Commissioner 

 Oct. 28 – Faith Practices 

 Nov. 4 – The Revs. Faye & John Buttrick, Hope for Palestine 
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Children to Learn about the Lord’s Prayer in Church School Workshops 

This year we have changed the way we have divided the classes. After conferring with the Shep-

herds of the 3 and 4 year old class that we have offered for three years, we have decided that the material 

we have and the time for class is too advanced for children who are just 3. Children who turn 4 before 

September 30
th

 will be welcome in the new class of Pre-kindergarten, Kindergarten, First graders. (We 

will welcome children who are not yet 4 as of September 30
th

 in the Nursery.) This class will meet in 

Room E except when they are having cooking. We ask that parents of the children in this class meet 

their children in the hall outside Room E. There will be two other classes: 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 grade and  

5
th

, 6
th

 and 7
th

 grade. These children will be escorted to the Fellowship Hall after their classes. Children 

in the Nursery are signed in and out by their parents. 

On September 22, the children started a new four-week unit on “The Lord’s Prayer.” This unit is 

based on Jesus’ teaching on prayer as found in Matthew 6:5-15. We will have three weeks with work-

shops; they are Art with Bob Falco and Donna Molony teaching, Cooking with Ellen Tourigny teaching 

and Games with Suzanne and Michael Pyszka teaching. On the fourth week, Columbus Day weekend, 

we will have a multi-age workshop. Our hope is that the weather will be good and the children will do a 

church beautification project of planting bulbs. If the weather is not cooperative, we will have a video 

workshop. 

 

No Nuts, Please… 

We have a child in our midst who has a severe allergy to peanuts and 

tree nuts. For this reason we are making our Nursery, in particular, a safe 

environment for children with allergies, and the church, in general, more 

aware of allergic reactions. Starting on Sunday, October 6 there will be 

new procedures for child care in the Nursery. They are:  

 No food will be allowed in the Nursery except bottles for infants. There will be nut-free snacks 

provided in the room. 

 Children will have their hands and faces wiped off as they enter the Nursery. If the child has had  

a breakfast or snack that contained nuts, this will prevent the possibility of an allergic reaction in 

another child. 

 We ask that parents leave their cell phone numbers with those in the Nursery. This way if there is 

an emergency, the Nursery staff will be able to reach you in worship. 

 All personnel in the Nursery will receive training in how to respond to an allergic reaction. 

 The Nursery will be locked during the week to prevent the room from being contaminated. 

To make sure that the Nursery is peanut and tree nut free by October 6
th

, we will be washing all the 

toys in the Nursery on Tuesday, October 1 at 9:30. If you can help with this task, please come and join 

us in the Nursery. 

 

Calling All Gardeners! 

On Sunday, October 13 we are planning a church beautification project with the  

children. We need adults to help the children plant bulbs during the workshop time. If  

you enjoy gardening and could help that Sunday, please contact Fran. 
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Middle School and High School October Events 

Although we have not had our first meeting yet as of press time, I want to offer 

up two events to both youth groups: one that we did last year, Archery (outside at 

Brookside), and one that we had to cancel last year: Lasertag at Space Center in 

Hooksett. I have tentatively booked the archery event for Sunday, October 13
th

 at 

noon. Lunch at 11:30. Archery Cost per person is $15.00 (lunch is free!) Signups 

are downstairs in Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned about a date for Lasertag! Please contact Kathleen Dube at 

867-5284 or kadube@comcast.net if you have questions or want more information. 

 

Calling All Confirmands 

We will gather on November 3 following worship in the upstairs lounge for our first meeting and 

planning for the year. If you are in 8
th

 grade or older, you are invited to participate. Watch for the letter 

coming to your house. 

 

See the Dead Sea Scrolls 

We are planning a car pool trip to the Museum of Science in Boston 

on Saturday, October 12, for the 5:00 PM exhibit. Tickets cost: 

$22/adult, $21/senior (60+) and $20/child. We leave the church parking lot at 3:30 PM. Unfortunately, 

the 20 passenger limo from Grace is booked for weddings, so we will have to car pool. We can add a 

meal if participants desire. Sign up in the narthex of the church or call 669-2807 by October 6, so Pastor 

Dawn can make reservations. Payment must also be received by October 6. If you can be a driver, please 

let Pastor Dawn know. Passengers will contribute $10 toward gas, tolls, and parking.  

Exhibit Information 

In 1947, a goatherd wandered into one of the many hidden caves along the banks of the Dead Sea – 

and concealed inside were ancient scrolls that had not been seen in 2,000 years. These Dead Sea Scrolls 

include literary writings of the times and the oldest known texts of the Bible, making their discovery 

perhaps the most significant archaeological find of the last century. 

Enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see fragments of the priceless scrolls (some never  

displayed in North America), along with one of the most comprehensive collection of antiquities from 

Israel ever organized. Highlights include a three-ton stone from Jerusalem’s Western Wall, limestone 

capitals from the first temple period (1000 – 586 BCE), ossuaries from the early Roman period, and an 

ancient signature preserved for millennia on the Archer Seal. Together these artifacts reveal precious 

details about the culture, rituals, and beliefs of an influential Iron Age people. 

Created by the Israel Antiquities Authority from the collections of the Israel National Treasures and 

produced by Discovery Times Square and The Franklin Institute. 

 

Call for Ushers 

We invite you to participate in our weekly service by serving as an usher. This is an ideal way to 

participate in the service as it requires no preparation and just a few extra moments of your time on Sun-

day morning. The job of an usher is to be at church at 9:40 to hand out bulletins as people walk in and to 

pass the collection basket at the time of sharing of joys. You would serve once about every six weeks, 

depending on the total number of people on the usher list. If you would like to be included on the Usher 

List for the 2013-2014 church year, or if you have any questions, please contact Denise Forest at 

denfor@comcast.net or at 203-3803. 

mailto:kadube@comcast.net
mailto:denfor@comcast.net
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Notes from Our Music Director 

It's hard to believe Fall has arrived already, but we're so pleased to 

welcome Kathleen Dube to our Chancel Choir as we begin our year of 

"Growing Together!" ALL of our choirs are growing, but we still have 

room for you... Bell Choir and Chancel Choir rehearse Wednesday nights 

at 6:00 and 7:30 respectively, and Jr. Choir meets immediately after 

workshops on Sunday mornings. Outside of our regular weekly worship service, upcoming events in-

clude the annual NH UCC conference on October 26; a workshop/concert with renowned composer/ 

arranger René Clausen on November 2-3; a military holiday service on November 16; the "homecom-

ing" ceremony of the 169th NH medevac unit that has served in Afghanistan for the last year – TBA; our 

annual Christmas concert on December 21 at 3:00 pm; and even a children’s musical on Christmas Eve. 

Come join the fun and grow with us! 

Looking ahead, we have the unique opportunity to join with the community chorus I accompany for, 

Souhegan Valley Chorus, on a tour of Italy from July 1-July 8, 2015. This tour will explore Venice, then 

Florence/Pisa and finally Rome, and will include two choral concerts. However, you do NOT need to 

perform in order to join us on this trip – there are spots available for singers and their spouses/children, 

or just plain "sightseers." Whoever you are, you're welcome to join us! Please see me for information on 

the trip. Payment plans are available and the tour company is offering a $200 discount if you are regis-

tered by October 31! For more information, please contact me at music@brooksidecc.org. 

In peace and harmony, Kim 

 

World Communion Sunday – October 6 

Imagine a Communion Table that goes around the world. Imagine a feast 

that welcomes everyone and serves only a small piece of bread and cup of 

grape juice that sustains the faith of millions and brings into worship millions 

of others who have gone to the beyond. Our liturgy says: With all the prophets, 

martyrs, and saints (believers), and all the company of heaven, we glorify you. 

That is Communion every Sunday, but on one Sunday – World Communion 

Sunday – we lift up the worldwide communion of the Body of Christ. We think about Christians in India 

whose first Christians date back to 52 AD with the Apostle Thomas, or Ethiopia who are represented in 

the Book of Acts 8:26-40, and it goes on to Africa where the Christian Church is growing today. We 

will learn of this from our Zimbabwean visitor Tendai Mhlanga. 

Serving on October 6 will be: Anne Rodman and Scott Milne, with Chris Taylor assisting. 

Please note, we now use gluten-free bread for Communion, so that those who have a gluten intoler-

ance may participate fully in the sacrament. 

 

Do You Bake Bread? 

You are invited to bring loaves of bread to the Communion Table on October 6. We 

are still serving gluten-free bread that Sunday for Communion, but the bread you bring 

will be on the Communion Table and then shared with New Horizons to symbolize the 

outreach of Christ in generosity to the world, even as close as Manchester. 

 

  

mailto:music@brooksidecc.org
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Zimbabwe Visitors in October 
Twelve delegates from United Church of Christ Zimbabwe will be visiting UCC churches through-

out New Hampshire this month. They arrive on the 11
th

 and leave on the 28
th

. Read the articles below to 

see where they will be and participate in the various events happening with and led by these 12 men and 

women who have so very much to share with us. 

Tendai Pamela Mhlanga, or Pamela, is a young mother of 3 and an active member of Sakubva 

Church. She will be sharing time with us at Brookside on Sunday, October 13. Join us for morning 

worship, a light lunch immediately following worship, and then an afternoon of fun at Beech Hill Farm 

in Hopkinton: three theme-based corn mazes ($5 pp for all 3), visit farm animals, Rhododendron nature 

trail, ice cream stand, picnic tables, pumpkins, Gardeners Barn. Although reservations are not required, 

please let the church office or a member of Mission Ministry know if you expect to attend – this will 

help us with planning. 

Contact Patricia and Rand Cayer if you would like to join in sharing the local sights with Pamela on 

Monday, October 14. Or come to the October 17 Women's Union meeting where Pamela will be shar-

ing the fun of pie making with us. Pamela will be back to worship with us on Sunday, October 27. 
 

Where Will Our Delegates Be? 

Below is a brief sketch of the schedule planned for our 12 UCCZ visiting delegates: 

 Friday 10/11 – Arrive in Boston, overnight near the seacoast;  

 Sat. 10/12 – Breakfast on the beach, orientation at Conference Office w/pick up by hosts at noon;  

 Sunday 10/13 – worship with local NH UCC congregations;  

 Tuesday 10/15 – Leave from Conference Office at 9 am for overnight at Horton Center;  

 Wednesday 10/16 – NHCUCC/UCCZ Ukama Board & Committee meeting;  

 Thursday 10/17 – visit to the Capital Bldg & legislature;  

 Friday 10/18 – NH Women's Fellowship conference;  

 Saturday 10/19 – Ukama Fair 10am-2:30 pm @ Brookside;  

 October 20-25 – visit church communities throughout NH Conference;  

 Saturday 10/26 – Annual Meeting with afternoon reception;  

 Sunday 10/27 – worship with local NH UCC congregations;  

 Monday 10/28 – pack & prepare to leave for Zimbabwe 
 

Ukama Fair: Saturday, October 19 at Brookside Church 

9:30-10 am:  Registration 

10:00 am:  Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:45 am:  Panel – What a Difference Ukama Makes 

Noon:  Lunch in Fellowship Hall 

12:45-1:25 and 1:30-2:10:  Breakout workshops in classrooms 

 Afternoon discussion topics: 

           Learn some African drumming    Children & Youth- Sunday School/CYF 

      Health Care in Zimbabwe    Visiting parishioners in the UCCZ    Prayer in the UCCZ 

      Zimbabwe school systems    Culture & traditions in Zimbabwe 

      Strengthening the bonds between Ukama churches in Zimbabwe and New Hampshire  

2:15 pm:  Closing circle of fellowship & benediction in Fellowship Hall 
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How You Can Be Involved with our Zimbabwe Visitors 

There are many ways to be involved in this very special visit from our UCCZ Ukama Partners. You 

can join any of the events scheduled (see article on previous page), and/or participate in the activities 

planned at Brookside. Below is a list of action items for which we need volunteer help at Brookside: 

 Provide overnight accommodations for one or two nights for men or women 

 Be available to provide transportation (specifics not yet determined) 

 Help with the Ukama Fair on Saturday 10/19  

◦ help set up Fellowship Hall Friday evening 

◦ set up Manning House dining room for Sat. morning breakfast reception (9 am) 

◦ help with Registration beginning at 9:30 am 

◦ kitchen help before & during lunch (served at noon) 

◦ dishwashers 

◦ clean up & move tables & chairs after lunch  

◦ be a guide to help folks find assigned classrooms in the afternoon 

Please speak with a member of Mission Ministry to say you’ll be there. 

 

Please Help Our Neighbors in Need 

It is time to prepare our hearts to give! The Annual Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering will be re-

ceived on World Communion Sunday, October 6. This special offering supports initiatives of justice 

and compassion in the United States. A third of the offering is dedicated to the United Church of Christ's 

Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). For more information look for bulletin inserts or posters 

around the church. Please give as generously as you can. 

 

Loaves and Fishes 

Our next Loaves and Fishes offering will be Sunday, October 6. Please bring non-

perishable food items to worship that day, or leave them in the special collection boxes 

in the back hallway during the week if you won’t be in worship. Personal-size toiletry 

items are also welcome for use by New Horizons’ shelter. Thank you for helping out. 

 

New Horizons Volunteers Needed 

Every 5th Tuesday, we send an 8-member team from Brookside to serve supper at New Horizons’ 

Soup Kitchen; the next opportunity is on Tuesday, October 29, from 4:15 to 6:00 pm. 

To sign up, or to learn more about opportunities to serve at New Horizons, please contact our volun-

teer coordinator, Rod Leavell, at 668-5574. You may also contact Rod if you would like to be on a Team 

for one of the future meals: Dec. 31, 2013; or a date in 2014: April 29, July 29, Sept. 30, Dec. 30. 

 

Thanks for Helping Our Zimbabwe Neighbors 

Many thanks to all who contributed to items to go in the container shipment to Zimbabwe. Your 

generosity allowed Brookside to send novels, informational guides, children's Bible stories, commen-

taries, books about cooking, sewing, crafts, school supplies, tools, and 2 first aid kits. 

  

http://www.ucc.org/nin/
http://www.caimucc.org/
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Exciting News about the 2014 Stewardship Campaign:  

“Growing Together in Community and Generosity” 

To all members and friends of Brookside: The Stewardship Ministry has 

been working diligently over the summer to develop a new approach for the 

2014 Stewardship Campaign that is inspired by and draws its strength from the 

depth of our community at Brookside. We are thrilled to be able to present a 

brief outline of the campaign and look forward to speaking with you about it.  
 

 The Goals of “Growing Together in Community and Generosity” 

o Strengthening our faith community through individual conversations about Brookside’s 

mission and work and our responsibility to provide strong financial support through our 

annual pledges.  

o Raise $190,000 in pledges to support the essential needs and mission of our church in 

2014. It is essential that we meet the campaign goal of $190,000 by December 31, 2013 

– without reliance on a second mile campaign. To reach this goal each of us must prayer-

fully consider our financial commitment to Brookside.  

 The “Growing Together in Community and Generosity” Process 

o Fifteen members (members of the Stewardship Ministry and other volunteers) will serve 

as stewards for the campaign. 

o Each steward has volunteered to communicate directly (in person or by phone) with  

8 – 12 Brookside members and friends between October 13
th

 and November 3
rd

 about  

the campaign. The steward will provide each person/family with a Pledge Certificate and 

an envelope in which the completed certificate can be confidentially returned to church, 

either by mail or by placing it in the offering plate.   

o Our goal is to have everyone return their Pledge Certificate, even if their decision is not 

to make a pledge at this time.   

o Each Steward will follow up with those people/families in their group to respond to any 

questions, offer encouragement to return the Pledge Certificate, and express thanks for 

participation.   

o The campaign will kick off on Sunday, October 13
th

 with an explanation of the process 

and the introduction of the stewards. Additional announcements and conversations con-

tinue through November 3
rd

 when we will celebrate the work of the campaign.  

o Although there will be a celebration on November 3
rd

, the work of the campaign and the 

efforts of the stewards will continue until such time as the $190,000 goal is reached.   

 

Interested in Membership? 

If you would like to become a covenant member of Brookside Congregational Church, please speak 

with Pastor Dawn (669-2807, ext. 101 or pastor@brooksidecc.org). A special gathering is planned for 

November; watch for dates. 

 

If You Would Like to Schedule a Baptism 

Please speak with Pastor Dawn (see contact info. above) to make arrangements for Baptism. 

  

mailto:pastor@brooksidecc.org
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Christmas Fair Is Right Around the Corner 

Brookside’s annual Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday, November 9
th

 

from 9am to 3pm. 

 Tables for crafters are still available. For more information contact 

Louise Popp at 300-0572 or email Brooksidechristmasfair@gmail.com. 

 Don’t forget, for any donations of Jewelry contact Martha Cushing 

(669-8368) or Connie Jowdy (232-5926). 

 White Elephant donations can be left on the bench beside Pastor Dawn’s office or call Tom 

Cleary (627-3999) to arrange donations of larger items. 

 Dave Gates is once again overseeing the book sales at the fair. Please leave book donations 

on the bench beside Pastor Dawn’s office or contact Dave (625-4596). 

 The women of the Thrift Shop will be running a table of antiques and collectibles. Any dona-

tions should be directed to the Thrift Shop. 

Let’s all work together to make this the most successful fair yet!! 

 

Elves Wanted 

We need people to assist with setting up for the fair the day 

before and to help with cleanup after 3:00 pm the day of the fair 

(November 9
th

). 

If you are interested in helping, sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall after the service 

on Sundays, or you can call Marylou Bissonnette at 620-0803 or Nancy Popp at 755-4880. 

Folks who would like to serve as elves on the day of the fair to assist with elevators, information, 

coffee cart, etc., can sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact Nancy Popp at 755-4880. 

 

Time to Bake 

Now is the time to take the autumn chill out of the air by heating up your oven 

(or stove). Items are needed for the bake sale at the Christmas Fair. Make your  

specialty or try something new. Items can be left in Fellowship Hall the day before, 

or may be dropped off the morning of the fair before 9:00 am. All items should  

be labeled i.e., Name of Item, contains nuts, gluten free, etc. Decorative packaging 

is appreciated and helps to make items more enticing. 

Homemade baked beans are always a big hit at the fair. Sign up to make beans or call Robin Popp at 

978-500-7819. 

 

RSA 350° Passed 

A bill permitting men to bake items for the Christmas Fair recently passed with 

overwhelming bi-partisan support. The new legislation allows men to have items in the 

oven while they are watching sports or napping. Participation in baking temporarily 

relieves men from all other obligations that may be on a list of things to do. Items may 

be made in advance and placed in the freezer. 

 

  

mailto:Brooksidechristmasfair@gmail.com
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‘Pie Night’ Kicks Off the Year for Women’s Union 

The Brookside Women's Union is kicking off the 2013-2014 season with the third 

annual pie-baking extravaganza! All members of Brookside and friends are invited to 

share dinner, fun, and fellowship on Thursday, October 17 from 5:30-8pm. Members 

and guests should bring their favorite sandwich cut in quarters to share with others. 

Soup, beverages and snacks will be provided. Cost is $7.00, or $5.00 if you bring a 

homemade FREEZABLE pie to sell at the annual Christmas Fair. Dinner will be fol-

lowed by an apple pie making session where we will work as a team to produce as 

many pies as possible for sale at the fair. To RSVP, please contact Donna Moody at 695-4128. There is 

no charge for first time attendees. 

If you are new to Brookside, or would like more information about the Women's Union, please con-

tact Marylou Bissonnette at 620-0803. 

 

Interfaith Women of NH (formerly known as Women of Faith) 

OUR MISSION:  To share religious beliefs, cultures, and traditions among women of diverse faiths 

in order to develop understanding and friendship among us and within our community. 

We invite all women to join us for: What in the World Is That? 

Thursday, October 10, at 6:45 p.m. (registration begins at 6:30) 

The Church of the Redeemer, 99 South Mammoth Rd., Manchester, NH 

Our Presenters:  Rabbi Beth Davidson, Lis Dolan, Olga Haveles, 

                           Sr. Pauline Maurier, Allie Taylor and Harli Webb. 

Join us for refreshments after the program! 

Please RSVP to Karen at kedonoghue@comcast.net or 641-6834. 

Visit us online at: www.interfaithwomennh.org. 

 

To Your Health! 

The Parish Nurse has hours here every week, on Thursdays from 10:00 to 

11:30 a.m. in Room D. Avail yourself of free nurse consultation, blood pres-

sure checks, health information, referrals and more. Be sure to check out the 

Parish Nurse bulletin board across from Room E to learn about events throughout Manchester! 

 

If You’re Hospitalized… 

Remember to call the church office (669-2807) if you want the pastor to know that you’re in the 

hospital. Due to federal law, hospitals are not permitted to provide us with this information. 

 

With Our Sympathy 

~ We offer condolences to Roger Sevigny and family after the August 30 death of his brother, Andre.  

~ We have also learned of the death of Mark Watts’ mother, Evelyn Watts, in Ohio on September 18. 

Please hold these families in your prayers as they walk through this difficult time. 

 

  

mailto:kedonoghue@comcast.net
http://www.interfaithwomennh.org/

